course, in Cuba, where he defined his reformist agenda.3 Alberoni's initiatives have attracted little attention to this point, and with some justification, as all but the military were undone following the cardinal's fall and exile. Yet they were salvaged in due time by Alberoni's disciple, the better known José Patiño, and they left a legacy upon which subsequent reformers could advance a more comprehensive agenda.
The Thereafter, Alberoni continued to improve his relationship with the royal family and to consolidate his power. In April, 1715, he toppled the Francophile Bernardo Tinajero, the first magistrate to act as secretary of the Office for Marine and the Indies.7 Tinajero, whose priority was the Atlantic, stood in the path of Isabel's Mediterranean agenda, which focused on the Italian holdings that Spain had lost at Utrecht as well as her personal inheritance. Alberoni then assigned the functions of Marine and the Indies to the surviving three ministries.8 When in July of 1716, he felled his rival Italian, Inquisitor General Cardinal Giudice, in the shadowy
